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How	the	Argentina	women’s	team	overcame	their
own	federation	to	win	their	first	ever	World	Cup
point

	By	Lindsay	Sarah	Krasnoff	 Jun	11,	2019

In	the	end,	Argentina	celebrated	while	Japan	somberly	thanked	their	fans.	The	scoreboard
read	0-0	at	full	time,	but	the	Albicelestes’	draw	against	2011	World	Cup	champions	Japan	was
much	more	than	the	result	indicated.	The	team	won	their	first	ever	point	at	the	World	Cup
after	a	12-year	hiatus,	a	victory	in	spirit	if	not	on	the	pitch.
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1 - Argentina have avoided defeat for the first time in a #FIFAWWC 
match. They'd lost each of their previous six in the competition, 
shipping 33 goals in the process. Momentous.
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The	point	was	not	lost	on	many	of	the	more	than	25,000	fans	who	attended	the	match	at
Paris’	Parc	de	Princes.

Edouard	Cochet	and	his	wife,	an	Argentinian	who	has	lived	in	France	for	many	years	and
asked	not	to	be	named,	brought	their	children	to	cheer	on	their	friends’	daughter,	goalkeeper
Gabriela	Garton,	and	demonstrate	their	backing	for	the	sport.

“It’s	important	to	support	countries	who	do	well,”	he	told	The	Athletic.	But	he	also	pointed	out
that,	while	his	family	had	a	vested	stake	in	the	match,	he	knew	many	others	who	attended	the
game	did	not	have	ties	to	Argentina	or	Japan.

“It’s	the	World	Cup	in	France,”	he	explained	of	why	people	turned	out	in	person—a	point
juxtaposed	by	the	previous	afternoon’s	French	Open	final	at	nearby	Roland	Garros,	ridiculed
on	social	media	for	its	many	empty	seats.

“It’s	good	to	come	because	women’s	football	has	more	and	more	means,	even	though	there’s
fewer	(resources)	than	for	men,”	Cochet	said.	“To	come	as	a	spectator	is	to	show	that	there	is
an	interest	and	that	it’s	necessary	to	finance	women’s	football.”

It’s	a	message	that	resonates	strongly	for	Argentina,	which	has	cleared	numerous	obstacles	on-
and	off-pitch	to	play	in	France	this	summer.

Brenda	Elsey,	historian	and	co-author	of	Futbolera:	A	History	of	Women	and	Sport	in	Latin
America,	has	extensively	documented	the	Argentina	players’	fight	for	resources
(https://equalizersoccer.com/2019/05/20/argentina-womens-world-cup-institutional-sexism-
reform-player-rights/),	respect	and	more,	working	closely	with	the	sport’s	grassroots	programs
through	FARE,	a	network	that	promotes	greater	diversity	and	social	inclusion	in	football.

“I	spoke	with	members	of	the	team	after	the	game,”	she	told	The	Athletic.	“They	felt	as	good
as	if	they	had	won	the	cup,	in	terms	of	where	they	had	come	from,	and	were	celebrating	as	if
they	did.”
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Three	years	ago,	it	seemed	that	the	team	hit	rock	bottom.	Years	of	neglect	by	the	Argentine
Football	Federation	(AFA)	translated	into	a	team	on	paper,	but	not	in	reality.	The	federation
did	not	schedule	regular	competitive	matches	for	the	team,	nor	did	they	invest	much	in
training,	facilities,	or	players.	They	even	failed	to	retain	a	head	coach.

Not	surprisingly,	Argentina	fell	to	the	bottom	of	FIFA’s	World	Rankings	by	2016,	a	reality
made	all	the	more	glaring	when	juxtaposed	against	the	breathless	media	coverage	of	the	men’s
team	as	they	performed	the	most	mundane	tasks	in	their	build-up	to	contesting	the	2018
Russia	World	Cup.

When	Argentina	was	called	into	action,	they	were	treated	as	second-class	citizens.	In	August
2017,	the	players	were	scheduled	to	play	Uruguay	but	forced	to	travel	by	bus	to	Montevideo,
departing	and	returning	on	the	same	day.

“That	is	a	brutal	trip	if	you	actually	want	your	team	to	win,”	Elsey	noted.		

It	led	players	to	organize	and	protest	the	lack	of	investment,	financially	and	otherwise,	by
AFA.	They	went	on	strike	that	fall	after	the	federation	failed	to	pay	their	$8.50	daily	stipends
for	national	team	training,	which	differs	from	the	FIFA	stipend	for	FIFA-tournament
competition	like	a	World	Cup,	and	wrote	a	letter	outlining	their	actions.		

“It’s	pretty	clear	that	the	collective	action	of	the	strike	and	letter	they	wrote	to	the	federation
in	(September)	2017,	where	they	told	AFA	that	they	would	not	convene	as	a	team,	was	really
a	turning	point	in	getting	AFA’s	attention,”	Elsey	said.

Importantly,	it	coincided	with	the	rise	of	the	feminist	movement	in	Argentina,	which
crescendoed	with	the	global	reckoning	unleashed	by	the	#MeToo	movement	in	the	fall	of
2017.	“It	became	part	of	that	larger	story	about	women’s	rights	as	workers,”	she	noted.

The	team’s	protest	became	a	human	interest	story,	which	placed	them	and	their	treatment	by
the	federation	under	the	harsh	glare	of	the	media	spotlight.

“That	letter	and	the	protest	really	forced	the	federation,	for	the	first	time,	to	contend	with	the
women	players	on	their	own	terms,”	Elsey	said.		
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They	won	concessions	and	coach	Carlos	Borrello,	who	spearheaded	the	team’s	original	2003
and	2007	World	Cup	campaigns,	was	rehired.	Since	then,	the	team	has	fought	back	on	the
field.	(https://www.theguardian.com/football/2018/mar/26/south-america-women-rise-again-
copa-america-femenina)	They	qualified	a	tightly	contested	World	Cup	berth	and,	on
Monday,	held	Japan	to	a	draw.

For	Kely	Nascimento-DeLuca,	whose	work	on	the	Warrior	Women	of	Football	movement
has	taken	her	across	multiple	continents,	Argentina’s	first	match	symbolized	more	than	a	point
in	group-phase	competition.	It	was	a	statement.

Brenda Elsey
@Politicultura

This is a translation of letter from Argentine women's fútbol team 
declaring a strike. They haven't been paid, they have poor facilities 
ETC
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“Argentina,	like	Brazil,	is	historically	a	country	that	has	very	little	respect	for	women	as
athletes	and	even	less	as	football	players,”	she	told	The	Athletic.	“Progress	is	very	slow	and	the
disregard	is	substantial.”

Such	diverging	attitudes	toward,	and	support	for,	men’s	and	women’s	national	teams	translates
into	a	disparity	of	World	Cup	preparation.

“A	team	like	Argentina,	although	overflowing	with	natural	talent,	doesn’t	get	to	practice	all
year	long,”	she	said.	“When	they	do,	it	is	often	under	subpar	conditions,”	a	striking	contrast	to
opponents	like	Japan.		

Since	their	2011	World	Cup	title,	the	Nadeshiko	have	garnered	accolades,	though	they	too
still	fight	for	equitable	pay	and	respect	at	home	(https://www.theguardian.com/football/when-
saturday-comes-blog/2019/jun/10/womens-world-cup-rise-stall-football-japan).	For	example,
while	they	more	often	than	not	have	access	to	world	class	facilities,	most	players	who	remain
in	the	domestic	J-League	often	have	a	second	job	to	make	ends	meet	if	they	do	not	have	good
sponsorship	deals.

They	also	had	to	fight	their	federation	for	more	equitable	treatment.	In	the	summer	of	2012,
the	Japanese	Football	Association	flew	their	world-champion	women’s	team	to	the	London
Olympics	on	a	long-haul	flight	halfway	across	the	world	in	economy	class,	while	their	male
counterparts	flew	business	class.

The	lack	of	investment,	facilitates	and	dedication	to	developing	and	empowering	athletes	to
thrive	is	not	exclusive	to	women’s	teams,	Nascimento-DeLuca	notes.	“But	women’s	soccer	is
disproportionately	affected	by	these	issues.”

“It	creates	a	heartbreaking	scenario	where	the	onus	is	on	these	passionate,	talented	and
courageous	young	athletes	not	only	to	play	their	best	but	to	produce	a	miracle,”	she	said.	“It
also	creates	often	vastly	unbalanced	or	lackluster	matches	which	perpetuate	the	myth	that
women’s	football	is	not	as	skillful	or	exciting	as	the	men’s.

Some	of	that	disparity	was	on	display	Monday	night.	Throughout	both	halves,	the	Nadeshiko
known	for	their	tactical	play,	built	a	strategically	conceptualized	press	on	the	Argentine	net,
connecting	pass	after	pass,	and	coming	close	to	scoring	three	separate	times.	Yet,	every	time

https://www.theguardian.com/football/when-saturday-comes-blog/2019/jun/10/womens-world-cup-rise-stall-football-japan


6/22/2019 How the Argentina women’s team overcame their own federation to win their first ever World Cup point – The Athletic

https://theathletic.com/1022961/2019/06/12/how-the-argentina-womens-team-overcame-their-own-federation-to-win-their-first-ever-world-cup-point/ 6/11

they	were	thwarted	by	the	Albicelestes,	who	scrambled	each	plan	into	oblivion.	In	the	game’s
dying	minutes,	Japan’s	attack	again	threatened	goalkeeper	Vanina	Correa,	but	to	no	avail,	as
referee	Stéphanie	Frappart	blew	the	whistle	for	full	time.

While	some	view	Argentina’s	first	match	as	a	lackluster	draw,	in	reality	it	was	a	victory	over
the	odds,	and	a	win	for	the	game.
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Matthew	L. Jun	12,	12:05pm

Honestly	it	was	the	most	exciting	game	in	the	1st	round	of	the	group	stage,	despite	the	lack	of	goals.

3

Zack	K. Jun	12,	12:25pm

Great	to	see	some	lower-ranked	teams	look	very	competitive	early	on	in	the	tournament.	I	hope	it	re-
mains	true	throughout	the	group	stage	to	strengthen	the	argument	that	the	World	Cup	be	expanded	to
32	countries.

Dominick	A. Jun	12,	1:03pm
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Thanks	for	the	article!	Goodness—this	World	Cup	has	been	awesome.	The	games	have	been	a	lot	of	fun
with	up	and	down	the	field	soccer	and	even	the	“boring”	matches	had	compelling	interest	stories	such	as
this!

Michael	D. Jun	12,	7:31pm

When	the	announcer	called	them,	"the	least	prepared"	team,	I	was	wondering	how	difficult	their	qualifica-
tions	were.	When	I	lived	in	Argentina,	I	did	see	some	women's	teams,	but	was	surprised	that	they	weren't
very	good.	That	country	BREATHES	fútbol.	If	they	can	get	some	support,	that	country	would	surely	blos-
som	some	quality	female	footballers.
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